The Cedar Valley Paddlers’ Trail is a 10 mile long trail including por-
tages, that allows paddlers to travel through the Cedar River and vari-
ous lakes located in George Wyth State Park and Hartman Reserve

Nature Center. Paddlers can choose to either float through the main Washington
loop, paddling from lake to lake, or paddle any of the smaller loops for Urtion Agees sl s
a shorter trip. g
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Cedar River Area

Moser’s Ford on Black Hawk Creek

Black Hawk Creek, a tributary of the Cedar River, is a stream that
originates in Grundy County northwest of Holland. From there it flows
through Grundy Center, Morrison and then Reinbeck, where it begins to
flow in a northeasterly direction through Hudson and then to the Cedar
River in Waterloo. Originally a very small prairie stream, Black Hawk
Creek has increased in flow over the last 30 years to the point where it
rivals many of lowa’s small rivers in terms of yearly water flow.

Except for the weeks when it is ice covered, the creek is navigable from
Grundy Center to the Cedar River at the following levels of flow: (Flow
measured at the USGS Gaging Station at Hudson #05463500)

Grundy Center to Reinbeck: 250 cfs (Cubic Feet per Second) and
above for solo canoes and kayaks; and over 350 cfs for tandem boats.
Reinbeck to Hudson: over 120 cfs.

Hudson to the Cedar River: over 85 cfs.

Water flow above 1200 cfs (at the Hudson gage) represents flood stage
on the creek, paddling at this level is difficult and hazardous.

Black Hawk Creek is home to beaver, fox, coyote, mink, and deer. On
occasion, river otters and badgers can be spotted. Seasonally it offers
habitat for most lowa shore birds and waterfowl. Eagles, owls and
many species of hawks are common during the warmer months.

Black Hawk Creek is not known for having a remarkable sport
fishery.

Unlike the Cedar River, Black Hawk Creek is not a
meandered stream. While the creek is navigable, users
should be aware that the bed and banks of the river are
in private ownership, and sandbar camping without

landowner permission is not encouraged.
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Early 1900s postcard of a “Pleasure Fleet” on the Cedar
River in Cedar Falls

The Cedar has some of the best game fish populations in the state.
Smallmouth bass and walleye are abundant in the rocky areas of the
river and below dams. Walleye are most prevalent between Waverly and
Gilbertville.

Catfish are abundant throughout the entire Cedar River. They can usually
be found in deep pools, and log and brush piles.

Great Blue Heron
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Be safe out there!

Wear a life jacket
Life jackets save lives, but will not work if you do not wear it.

Don’t boat under the influence
For your safety, do not use alcohol or drugs on the water.

Watch for hazards

On rivers, hazards like dams, fences, snags, rocks, and bridge abut-
ments may be present. Dams and snags in particular can be killers.
Avoid them!

Plan to get wet
You may capsize, so dress for the weather. When the water and/or
weather get cold, warm-when-wet clothing and a wetsuit are needed.

Stay legal!

Most land along these rivers is privately owned - these waters are
navigable and open to the public, but you must respect private
property.

Littering is a crime — pack out everything you bring in. Report litter-
ing or dumping by calling 888-NOLITTR.

Resources
Water trails and recent listing of canoerkayak liveries
www.iowadnr.gov/riverprograms/

River gages
waterdata.usgs.gov or www.rivergages.com

‘uaAey Buysiyes
e eale siy} bunjew ‘sbeus Buieinwnaoe pue ssjoy desp buiwioy
‘suspim pue susjybiess 31 ‘Alunod) Jepas) Ojul SSAOW JSAL 8U} S

"lepaQ 8y} OJul pas) Jey) SWeas)s sno

-LIeA 8} JO SyInow 8y} Je Jybned aq Ued syjnow|jews ‘uosess Bul
-umeds Jiay) Buunp sunp Aes uj “ynig 1eapfip pue Aluno) uojuag
Usam}aq ea.e 8y} S| SSeq Yinowjews pue afsjjem pul o} aoeid
poob Jayjouy “A1Un02 Jepad) pue Uojusg Usamiaq JaAl sy} Jo seale
A¥01 Ul punoy aq Ued afsjlem pue ‘sseq %001 ‘SSeq YInow|jews

JSATY] Jepa) 9yl U0 JInjg SUOISaUWI]

“JOA)Y BMO|

B} YIM 80UBN|JU0D BU} O} Yled dielS Jojdayl-sapesijed Wol) ‘SWep Jo 9.} ‘A|leinjeu SMoj) JoAL auy) se
‘yojenis Jaddn sy} wouy sousadxe Juaiayip Apybis e Jayo Jepa?d) ay Jo sojiw |/ 1se|ay) ‘desp

198} 00| 4910 |13Mm SI 1ey} ab1ob auoisaul e S| 818y} a1aym yied alels Ja|day-sapesijed

1B punoj 8q uUed sainjes) Bunjelyiealq }sow sy} Jo auQ ‘syn|q suojsawi| buissed Ajje

-U0ISE220 ‘seale papoom ybno.yy spuim i se A1auads Jealb siayo Jepad ay|

"JOA SIY) Uo 8|qeidasde si yimolb uoneyeban

JusuewJad mojaq saoe|d Jayjo Jo sieqpues uo Buidwed ing aull paulap

Apospad e jou si yiew Jsyem-ybiy Areuipio ay] “ease oignd e ui s )i

$sajun pue| paumo Ajgjeaud si yiew jey; ayy aroqe buiyhuy - yiew

Jajem-ybiy Aieuipio, sy} mojaq buike)s ajiym ‘sjqissod se ybiy se
dwed dn jes ‘sieq pues uo Buidwed usypy ‘saniunuoddo Huidwed
poob Jayo ey sieq pues jusnbaly pue spuejsi ised Buinow ‘}98)

009 UBY} JOpIM UBYO S| pue Seale awos Ul ino susjybiess Jep
-99) 8U) ‘eMO| BU} Y1M 80Usn|juod 8y} o) spidey Jepad) wol

@ = JOAR
_2ME] TR SOURRHUeS)

o i @E}@E’D
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Federal regulations prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap. State law prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, national origin, or disability. If you believe you have been discrimi-
nated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to the lowa DNR, 502 E.
Ninth St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50319.

Water Trails



